
AGENDA 
 

STATE BUILDING CODE TECHNICAL REVIEW BOARD 
 

Friday, April 17, 2026 – 10:00am  
  

Virginia Housing Center 
4224 Cox Road Glen Allen, Virginia 23260 

 
 
I. Roll Call (TAB 1) 

 
II. Approval of February 19, 2026 Minutes (TAB 2) 
 

III. Public Comment 
    

IV. Interpretation Request No. 01-26 (TAB 3) 
 

In Re:  Phil Winslow (City of Norfolk) 
    
   2021 VCC 313.2.6 Group R-2, R-3, or R-5. 
 

Question 1: How many custodial care recipients are allowed 
to reside in a single family detached dwelling Use Group 
R5 non-sprinklered, where all care recipients are capable 
of self-preservation and responding to an emergency 
situation, with 24 hour live-in supervision/care provider 
regulated by the Virginia Department of Behavioral Health 
or Social Services? 

 
V. Interpretation Request No. 02-26 (TAB 4) 

 
In Re:  Corian Carney (York County) 
    
   2021 VEBC 601.2.1 Level 1. 
 

Question 1: Is removal without replacement of moisture or 
rodent damaged  insulation considered an alteration in 
accordance with VEBC 601.2.1? 
 
Question 2: Would permanent air sealing of required 
crawlspace venting be considered an alteration in 
accordance with VEBC 601.2.1? 

 
VI. Interpretation Request No. 03-26 (TAB 5) 

 
In Re:  Corian Carney (York County) 
    
   2021 VECC 601.2.2 Level 2. 
 

Question 1: Would new installation of a vapor barrier in 
an underfloor space be considered an alteration in 
accordance with VEBC 601.2.2? 
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Question 2: Would new installation of dehumidification 
equipment in an underfloor space be considered an 
alteration in accordance with VEBC 601.2.2? 

 
VII. Interpretation Request No. 04-26 (TAB 6) 

 
In Re:  Corian Carney (York County) 
    
   2021 VCC 108.1 When applications are required. 
 

Question 1: Would replacement or removal of floor or 
ceiling insulation require application for permit in 
accordance with VCC 108.1? 
 
Question 2: Would alterations to existing underfloor 
spaces such as sealing of vents and application of vapor 
retardant materials require application for permit in 
accordance with VCC 108.1? 

 
VIII. Interpretation Request No. 05-26 (TAB 7) 

 
In Re:  Corian Carney (York County) 
    
   2021 VEBC 501.1 Scope. 
 

Question 1: Is replacement of moisture or rodent damaged 
insulation considered a repair in accordance with VEBC 
501.1? 
 
Question 2: Would removal without replacement of moisture 
or rodent damaged insulation be considered abatement of 
wear due to normal service conditions in accordance with 
VEBC 501.1 and therefore be exempt from Chapter 5 
requirements? 

 
IX. Eric Mays Draft Interpretation and Letter to BHCD for Review Board 

Review and Consideration (TAB 8) 
 

X. Secretary’s Report 
 

a. May 15, 2026 meeting update 
b. Legal updates from Board Counsel 
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STATE BUILDING CODE TECHNICAL REVIEW BOARD 
 

 
James R. Dawson, Chair  
(Virginia Fire Chiefs Association) 
 
W. Shaun Pharr, Esq., Vice-Chair 
(The Apartment and Office Building Association of Metropolitan Washington)
 
Vince Butler 
(Virginia Home Builders Association) 
 
J. Daniel Crigler 
(Virginia Association of Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors and the Virginia Chapters of the 
Air Conditioning Contractors of America) 
 
Alan D. Givens 
(Virginia Association of Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors and the Virginia Chapters of the 
Air Conditioning Contractors of America 
 
Christina Jackson 
(Commonwealth at large) 
 
Joseph A. Kessler, III 
 (Associated General Contractors) 
 
R. Jonah Margarella, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP 
(American Institute of Architects Virginia) 
 
Eric Mays 
(Virginia Building and Code Officials Association) 
 
Joanne D. Monday 
(Virginia Building Owners and Managers Association) 
 
James S. Moss 
(Virginia Building and Code Officials Association) 
 
Elizabeth C. White 
(Commonwealth at large) 
 
Aaron Zdinak, PE 
(Virginia Society of Professional Engineers) 
 
Vacant 
(Electrical Contractor) 
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STATE BUILDING CODE TECHNICAL REVIEW BOARD 1 
MEETING MINUTES 2 

February 19, 2026 3 
 4 

Microsoft Teams meeting 5 
Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/26532944387127?p=zhhUXhquoz55yGahc5 6 

Meeting ID: 265 329 443 871 27 7 
Passcode: Fu7a27do 8 

 9 
Members Present Members Absent 
 
Mr. James R. Dawson, Chairman  
Mr. Daniel Crigler  
Ms. Christina Jackson  
Mr. Joseph Kessler  
Mr. R. Jonah Margarella 
Mr. Eric Mays, PE  
Ms. Joanne Monday 
Mr. James S. Moss 
Mr. W. Shaun Pharr, Esq., Vice-Chairman  
Mr. Aaron Zdinak, PE  
 

 
Mr. Vince Butler 
Mr. Alan D. Givens 
Ms. Elizabeth White 
   
 
  
 

 10 
Call to Order The meeting of the State Building Code Technical Review Board 11 

(“Review Board”) was called to order at approximately 10:00 a.m. by 12 
Chair Dawson. 13 

 14 
Roll Call The roll was called by Mr. Luter and a quorum was present. Mr. Justin 15 

I. Bell, legal counsel for the Review Board from the Attorney General’s 16 
Office, was also present. 17 

 18 
New Business  Reconsideration for Fairfax County: Appeal No. 23-03:  19 
 20 

A petition for reconsideration for Appeal No. 23-03 was presented in 21 
the Review Board members’ agenda package.   22 
 23 
After discussion, Ms. Monday moved that the Review Board lacked 24 
jurisdiction to hear the motion because the petition was untimely filed 25 
pursuant to §2.2-4023.1(A), which required the party file the petition 26 
with the agency not later than 15 days after service of the final decision.   27 
 28 
The following persons were present and allowed to speak to the 29 
petition: 30 

Lewis Washington, Property Owner 31 
Jay Riat, Fairfax County Building Official 32 
Patrick Foltz, Assistant County Attorney for Fairfax County 33 

 34 
The motion was seconded by Ms. Jackson and passed unanimously.   35 
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 36 
Reconsideration Order Fairfax County: Appeal No. 23-03:  37 
 38 
 After review and consideration of the reconsideration order presented 39 

virtually to the Review Board members, Ms. Jackson moved to approve 40 
the reconsideration order as presented.  The motion was seconded by 41 
Ms. Monday and passed unanimously.   42 

 43 
Approval of Minutes The draft minutes of the January 16, 2026 meeting in the Review Board 44 

members’ agenda package were considered. Ms. Monday moved to 45 
approve the minutes with the following edit:  46 
 47 
 Add a (.) after 202 and capitalize The on page 39 line 148. 48 
 49 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Moss and passed with Messrs. 50 
Kessler and Pharr abstaining. 51 

     52 
Final Order   Choice Housing Management (Eric DeSoto): Appeal No. 25-10: 53 
  54 

After review and consideration of the final order presented in the 55 
Review Board members’ agenda package, Ms. Jackson moved to 56 
approve the final order as presented.  The motion was seconded by Ms. 57 
Monday and passed with Messrs. Kessler and Pharr abstaining.  58 

   59 
    Poole, Brooke, and Plumlee (Dieffenbach): Appeal No. 25-11: 60 
  61 

After review and consideration of the final order presented in the 62 
Review Board members’ agenda package, Ms. Monday moved to 63 
approve the final order as presented.  The motion was seconded by Ms. 64 
Jackson and passed with Messrs. Kessler and Pharr abstaining. 65 
 66 
The State of Culpeper LLC (James A. Wells): Appeal No. 25-14: 67 

  68 
After review and consideration of the final order presented in the 69 
Review Board members’ agenda package, Ms. Jackson moved to 70 
approve the final order as presented.  The motion was seconded by Ms. 71 
Monday and passed with Messrs. Kessler, Pharr, and Zdinak 72 
abstaining. 73 
 74 

Public Comment Chair Dawson opened the meeting for public comment. Mr. Luter 75 
advised that no one had signed up to speak. With no one coming 76 
forward, Chair Dawson closed the public comment period. 77 

 78 
Secretary’s Report Mr. Luter informed the Review Board that he and Mr. Moss attended 79 

Mr. Hutchins funeral service in Galax Virginia on February 7, 2026. 80 
 81 
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Mr. Luter informed the Review Board of the current caseload and that 82 
there would be no meeting on March 20, 2026.  Mr. Luter further 83 
informed the Review Board that the next scheduled meeting was April 84 
17, 2026. 85 
 86 
Mr. Bell provided legal updates to the Review Board members.   87 

 88 
Adjournment There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by proper 89 

motion at approximately 11:00 a.m. 90 
 91 
 92 
 93 
Approved: April 17, 2026 94 
 95 
    ____________________________________________________ 96 
     Chair, State Building Code Technical Review Board 97 
 98 
 99 
 100 
     _____________________________________________________ 101 
     Secretary, State Building Code Technical Review Board 102 

11



 

 

 

 

(Page left blank intentionally) 

12



Revised Code Sections detailed 3-6-26 Phil Winslow
310.6.1, 313.1, 313.2.6, 903.3.1.3
Mainly 313.2.6 with the other code sections as related and/or in support of
the main question shown at the bottom of this page, please.

Digitally signed by: Daniel Philip Winslow
DN: CN = Daniel Philip Winslow email =
daniel.winslow@norfolk.gov C = US O = City of
Norfolk OU = Building Commissioner
Date: 2026.02.20 11:55:55 -05'00'

Daniel Philip
Winslow
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VIRGINIA STATE BUILDING CODE TECHNICAL REVIEW BOARD 

I N T E R P R E T A T I O N 

Interpretation Number: XX/2026 

Code: 2021 Virginia Construction Code 

Section No: Section 202 Definitions 

Section 202 Definitions  

FARM BUILDING OR STRUCTURE. A building or structure not used for 
residential purposes, located on property where farming operations 
take place, and used primarily for any of the following uses or 
combination thereof: 

1. Storage, handling, production, display, sampling or sale of 
agricultural, horticultural, floricultural or silvicultural 
products produced in the farm. 

2. Sheltering, raising, handling, processing or sale of 
agricultural animals or agricultural animal products. 

3. Business or office uses relating to the farm operations. 

4. Use of farm machinery or equipment or maintenance or storage of 
vehicles, machinery or equipment on the farm. 

5. Storage or use of supplies and materials used on the farm. 

6. Implementation of best management practices associated with farm 
operations.  

QUESTION: Does a building or structure located on property where 
farming operations take place and used for “agritourism activity”, as 
referenced in § 36-99 B of the Code of Virginia and defined in § 3.2-
6400 of the Code of Virginia, meet the definition of farm building or 
structure in the USBC? 

 

ANSWER: Yes, although the Virginia Construction Code does not 
explicitly list agritourism activity within the Farm Building or 
Structure definition, the Code of Virginia §36-99 has incorporated 
agritourism activity as defined in § 3.2-6400. 

Code of Virginia 36-99. Provisions of Code; modifications  

“B. In formulating the Code provisions, the Board shall have due 
regard for generally accepted standards as recommended by nationally 
recognized organizations, including, but not limited to, the 
standards of the International Code Council and the National Fire 
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Protection Association. Notwithstanding the provisions of this 
section, farm buildings and structures shall be exempt from the 
provisions of the Building Code, except for a building or a portion 
of a building located on a farm that is operated as a restaurant as 
defined in § 35.1-1 and licensed as such by the Board of Health 
pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 35.1-11 et seq.) of Title 35.1. However, 
farm buildings and structures lying within a flood plain or in a 
mudslide-prone area shall be subject to floodproofing regulations or 
mudslide regulations, as applicable. However, any farm building or 
structure (i) where the public is invited to enter for an agritourism 
activity, as that term is defined in § 3.2-6400, for recreational, 
entertainment, or educational purposes and (ii) that is used for 
display, sampling, or sale of agricultural, horticultural, 
floricultural, or silvicultural products produced on the farm or the 
sale of agricultural-related or silvicultural-related items 
incidental to the agricultural operation shall have:…” 

 

 

 

 

 

This Official Interpretation was issued by the State Building Code 
Technical Review Board at its meeting of [DATE].  
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Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development | Partners for Better Communities 
Main Street Centre | 600 East Main Street, Suite 300 Richmond, VA 23219 
www.dhcd.virginia.gov | Phone (804) 371-7000 | Fax (804) 371-7090 | Virginia Relay 7-1-1   

STATE BUILDING CODE TECHNICAL REVIEW BOARD 
 

[DATE] 
 
Mr. Louie Berbert, Chair 
Board of Housing and Community Development 
600 East Main Street, Suite 300 
Richmond, VA 23219 
 
RE: Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code – Farm Building Exemption 
 
Dear Mr. Berbert, 
 
The State Building Code Technical Review Board (SBCTRB) has heard multiple appeals over the years 
regarding farm buildings and structures. The primary driver of the appeals has been the ambiguity in the 
application of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (VUSBC) and the Code of Virginia. 
 
The addition of agritourism activity to the Code of Virginia § 36-99. Provisions of Code; modifications 
without corresponding changes to the VUSBC has increased the ambiguity. As a result, Building Officials 
are applying the VUSBC as written, while the SBCTRB has the latitude to fully consider the Code of 
Virginia. For additional information, please refer to SBCTRB Interpretation Number 3/2024, 
Interpretation X/2026, and Appeal 25-11 Poole, Brooke, and Plumlee (Dieffenbach) (attached). 
 
The STRB recommends that the Board of Housing and Community Development consider amending the 
VUSBC as soon as practicable to support Virginia’s vision of a consistent and uniform application of the 
VUSBC. The SBCTRB has drafted proposed changes to the VUSBC for your consideration and 
deliberation (attached). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
James R. Dawson, Chair 
State Building Code Technical Review Board 
 
Attachments 
   Interpretation Number: 3/2024  
   Interpretation Number: X/2026 
   Appeal 25-11 Poole, Brooke, and Plumlee (Dieffenbach) 
   Proposed VUSBC Code Change – Farm Buildings and Structures 
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Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development | Partners for Better Communities 
Main Street Centre | 600 East Main Street, Suite 300 Richmond, VA 23219 
www.dhcd.virginia.gov | Phone (804) 371-7000 | Fax (804) 371-7090 | Virginia Relay 7-1-1   

Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code – Farm Building Exemption 
Recommended Code Changes 
 
VUSBC, Section 202 Definitions, amend the following: 
 
FARM BUILDING OR STRUCTURE. A building or structure not used for residential purposes, 
located on property where farming operations take place, and used primarily for any of the following uses 
or combination thereof: 

1. Storage, handling, production, display, sampling or sale of agricultural, horticultural, floricultural 
or silvicultural products produced in the farm. 

2. Sheltering, raising, handling, processing or sale of agricultural animals or agricultural animal 
products. 

3. Business or office uses relating to the farm operations. 
4. Use of farm machinery or equipment or maintenance or storage of vehicles, machinery or 

equipment on the farm. 
5. Storage or use of supplies and materials used on the farm. 
6. Implementation of best management practices associated with farm operations. 
7. Agritourism Activity as defined in § 3.2-6400 of the Code of Virginia. 
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